
 

 

BookletChart
 

 A reduced scale NOAA nautical chart for small 
boaters.  When possible, use the full size NOAA 

chart for navigation. 
 

� Complete, reduced scale nautical chart 
� Print at home for free 
� Convenient size 
� Up to date with all Notices to Mariners 
� United States Coast Pilot excerpts 
� Compiled by NOAA, the nation’s 

chartmaker. 
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What are Nautical Charts? 

harts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation.  They 
pths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and 
he information is shown in a way that promotes safe and 
ation.  Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial 
 America’s commerce.  They are also used on every Navy 
ard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely 
eational boaters. 

What is a BookletChart™? 

kletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate 
 the water.  It has been reduced in scale for convenience, 
ontains all the information of the full-scale nautical chart.  
 have also been reduced, and are accurate when used to 
ces in this BookletChart.  Whenever possible, use the 
ale NOAA nautical chart for navigation.  Nautical chart 
 listed at:  http://www.NauticalCharts.noaa.gov. 

s and bar scales in this BookletChart have been reduced to 
nal scale, and are printed at the new scale of 1:27,586. 

letChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for 
mercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of 
tions. 

Notice to Mariners Correction Status 

kletChart has been updated for chart corrections published 
Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National 
elligence Agency (formerly NIMA) Weekly Notice to 
 where applicable, the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to 
ditional chart corrections have been made by NOAA in 
ir publication in a Notice to Mariners.  The last Notices to 
ed were:  

ocal Notice to Mariners:  28/05 July 12, 2005 
otice to Mariners:  29/05 July 16, 2005 

t Guard Notice to Mariners:  Not Applicable 

[Coast Pilot 3, Chapter 10 excerpts] 
 (86)  Appomattox River leads to a small-
boat harbor on the east, 7.5 miles above the 
entrance, and to Petersburg; the midchannel 
depth was 7½ feet to the small-boat harbor; 
8½ feet at midchannel to 200 yards below 
the I-95 Bridge. The channel through the 
flats is marked by a buoy, lights, and 
daybeacons. 
(87)  The highway bridge, 1.1 miles above 
the Appomattox River, has a clearance of 40 

ewell Yacht Club, on the south side, has a small-boa
ths of 6 feet off the T-pier. Gasoline, diesel fuel, an
 are available. 
oad bridge, 2.4 miles above the mouth, has a clearan

of 10 feet. 
(89)  A highway bridge with a clearance of 40 feet is 3 miles above 
the mouth. 
(90)  At the small-boat harbor, 7.5 miles above the entrance, supplies 
and berths are available; gasoline and diesel fuel can be obtained by 
truck. 
(91)  The I-95 Bridge has a clearance of 40 feet. 
(92)  The channel in Appomattox River is blocked at Petersburg by a 
dam. 
(93)  Petersburg  Fuel and supplies are not available at the 
waterfront; all kinds of small-craft supplies may be obtained. 
(94)  Above Appomattox River, James River becomes narrow and 
winding. 
(95)  Turkey Island Bend, 2 miles north of Hopewell, has depths of 
10 to 30 feet, but is seldom used except by pleasure boats. The north 
and west sections of the bend afford excellent anchorages. 
(96)  Turkey Island Cutoff is 1 mile long and well marked by lights. 
(97)  A cable ferry crosses the lower part of Turkey Island Cutoff. 
The cable is picked up to the deck of the barge, 3 feet above the 
water, and then dropped astern. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO PASS A 
MOVING CABLE FERRY. 
(99)  Jones Neck Cutoff; the cutoff is marked by lights. The old river 
bend around Jones Neck has depths of 13 to 44 feet, but is little used. 
(100)  Dutch Gap, the first canal dug in the United States, was cut 
through in 1611. The channel extends west-northwest through Dutch 
Gap Cutoff (Aiken Swamp-Dutch Gap Cutoff), which is marked 
by lights at both ends. 
(101)  The river bend around Hatcher Island has depths of 7 to 25 
feet. Richmond Yacht Basin, north of Hatcher Island, has piers with 
depths of 12 feet. The preferred passage is east of Hatcher Island; 
gasoline is available. A bridge over the western entrance to the bend 
has a clearance of 21 feet. 
(102)  The channel southward from Dutch Gap has depths of 9 feet to 
the gravel basin in Farrar Island. 
(103)  A wharf of the Virginia Electric and Power Co. at Mile 67.5S, 
has main channel depths at the face. A light is shown from the end of 
the wharf. 
(104)  A small-boat basin is at Mile 68.6N; depths of 6 feet were in 
the basin. Berths, gasoline, and supplies are available. 
(105)  The oil wharf at Drewrys Bluff, Mile 71.7W, has 350 feet of 
berthing space with dolphins and main channel depths at the face. 
Vessels are requested to reduce speed when passing the wharf. 
(106)  Falling Creek enters James River at Mile 72.4W. 
(116)  The Richmond harbormaster maintains an office at the 
Department of Public Works, City of Richmond, 800 E. Broad Street, 
Richmond, VA 23219. He is responsible for the assignment of berths 
and anchorages. 
(120)  Gasoline and diesel fuel are available by truck. Some marine 
supplies may be obtained in Richmond, but major supplies must be 
obtained in Hampton Roads. 
(122)  The Kanawha Ship Canal is reached through a masonry lock 
with a length of 156 feet, a width of 35 feet, and a vertical lift of 23 feet; 
the lock is operated by hand from 0800 to 1600, Monday through Friday. 
24-hour advance notice to the Richmond harbormaster is required. The 
canal is said to have depths of 12 feet, but is little used except by small 
private boats. The railroad bridge 150 yards above the lock has a 
clearance of 2 feet. The bridge no longer opens.  

 
Danger Signal 

 

A “danger signal” is five short blasts, each about one second long in 
rapid succession, on your horn or whistle.  This tells another vessel that 
you don’t understand their maneuvering intentions, or are not sure 
whether sufficient action is being taken by the other to avoid collision. 
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VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the waterways: 
Channel 6 – Intership safety communications. 
Channel 9 – Communications between boats and 
ship-to-coast. 
Channel 13 – Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, 
harbors. 
Channel 16 – Emergency, distress and safety calls 
to Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other 
vessels.  Contact the other vessel, agree to another 
channel, and then switch. 
Channel 22 – Calls between the Coast Guard and the 
public.  Severe weather warnings, hazards to 
navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here. 
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 & 78 – Recreational boat 
channels. 

 

Distress Call Procedures 
1. Make sure radio is on. 
2. Select Channel 16. 
3. Press/Hold the transmit button. 
4. Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.” 
5. Also give:  Vessel Name and/or Description; Position 

and/or Location; Nature of Emergency; Number of 
People on Board. 

6. Release transmit button. 
7. Wait for 10 seconds – If no response Repeat 

MAYDAY Call. 
HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS !! 

 

Mobile Phones – Call 911 and say “Distress on the water.” 
 Coast Guard Jones Beach – 516-785-2921 
 Coast Guard Fire Island  – 631-661-9100 
 Coast Guard East Moriches  – 631-395-4405 

Coast Guard Shinnecock – 631-728-1171 
              Coast Guard Atlantic Area Cmd – 757-398-6390 
 
NOAA Weather Radio – 162.400 MHz, 162.425 MHz, 
162.450 MHz, 162.475 MHz, 162.500 MHz, 162.525 MHz, 
162.550 MHz. 
 

Getting and Giving Help – Signal other boaters using visual 
distress signals (flares, orange flag, lights, arm signals); 
whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio.  You are required by 
law to help boaters in trouble.  Respond to distress signals, but 
do not endanger yourself. 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION NOAA CHARTING PUBLICATIONS 

 
NOAA, the Natio
Official NOAA Nautical Charts – NOAA surveys and charts the 
national and territorial waters of the U.S, including the Great Lakes,  
producing over 1,000 traditional nautical charts covering 3.4 million 
square nautical miles.  Carriage of official NOAA charts is mandatory on 
the commercial ships that carry our commerce.  They are used on every 
Navy and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are 
widely carried by recreational boaters.  NOAA charts are available from 
official chart agents listed at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official Electronic Navigational Charts® (ENCs) – ENCs are 
digital files of each chart’s features and their attributes for use in 
computer-based navigation systems.  ENCs comply with standards of the 
International Hydrographic Organization.  ENCs and their updates are 
available for free from NOAA at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official Raster Navigational Charts (RNCs) – RNCs are 
georeferenced digital pictures of NOAA’s charts that are suitable for use 
in computer-based navigation systems.  RNCs comply with standards of 
the International Hydrographic Organization.  RNCs and their updates 
are available for free from NOAA at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official BookletCharts™ - BookletCharts™ are reduced scale 
NOAA charts printed in page-sized pieces.  The “home edition” can be 
downloaded from NOAA for free and printed.  The “professional 
edition”, containing additional boating, safety, and educational edition is 
available for NOAA chart agents or over the Internet. 
 

Official PocketCharts™ – PocketCharts™ are for beginning 
recreational boaters to use for planning and locating, but not for real 
navigation.  Measuring a convenient 13”  by 19”, they have a 1/3 scale 
chart on one side, and safety, boating, and educational information on the 
reverse.  They can be purchased at retail outlets and on the Internet. 
 

Official U.S. Coast Pilot® – The Coast Pilots are 9 text volumes 
containing information important to navigators such as channel 
descriptions, port facilities, anchorages, bridge and cable clearances, 
currents, prominent features, weather, dangers, and Federal Regulations.  
They supplement the charts and are available from official NOAA chart 
agents or downloaded for free at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.  
 

Official Print-on-Demand Nautical Charts – These full-scale 
NOAA charts are updated each week by NOAA for all Notice to Mariner 
corrections.  They have additional information added in the margin to 
supplement the chart.  Print on Demand charts meet all federal chart 
carriage regulations for charts and updating.  Produced under a 
public/private partnership between NOAA and OceanGrafix, LLC, 
suppliers of these premium charts are listed at www.OceanGrafix.com.  
 

Official Chart No. 1, Nautical Chart Symbols – This reference 
publication depicts basic chart elements and explains nautical chart 
symbols and abbreviations.  Download it for free at: 
www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.  
 

Coast Survey Navigation Managers – These ambassadors to the 
maritime community maintain a regional presence for NOAA and help 
identify the challenges facing marine transportation and boating.  They 
are listed at http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm.  
 

Internet sites:   www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, www.NOAA.gov, 
www.TidesandCurrents.NOAA.gov, www.NOS.NOAA.gov.  
n’s Chartmaker 


